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On Jan. 9, former defense minister Enrique Lopez Albujar, 59, was shot to death by four armed
persons as he was parking his car in San Isidro, a western suburb of Lima. According to AP, the four
were armed with submachine guns. Notimex reported the gunmen were apparently carrying pistols
and revolvers. No one claimed responsibility for the killing, although AP reported that the murder
was similar in style to others performed by Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas. Lopez was
the country's first defense minister. He was appointed in 1987 by President Alan Garcia when the
ministry was formed. He had served as minister of the army until the armed forces were joined
under one department in 1987. He was replaced in May this year by Gen. Julio Velasquez. Sen.
Enrique Bernales of the Socialist Agreement Movement (Movimiento Acuerdo Socialista-MAS) said
that in the nine days of the new year, 59 persons had been assassinated. On Jan. 10, police conducted
a sweep through Lima and outskirts, searched about 8,000 cars and detained thousands in a search
for Lopez's assassins. AP cited unidentified police officials who said that during the operation
they were aided by six helicopters and detained 15,000. Most of the detainees were picked up for
failure to carry documents, and are expected to be released in the next few days. The government
says more than 17,500 people, including government forces, civilians, and guerrillas have been
killed in the insurgency. Officials routinely accuse the Sendero Luminoso of massacring peasants.
Meanwhile, Peru's government security forces are regularly accused of human rights abuses. In
November, Amnesty International reported that government forces had become equally savage in
their effort to quash the insurgency. Both security forces and guerrillas, said Amnesty, were guilty of
torture, mutilation and murder. (Basic data from AP, 01/09/90)
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